
 

 

AP Language and Composition 

Summer Reading 

This assignment is due on the first day of school 

1. Read the One-Book-One-School selection. 

 

2. Read 1984 by George Orwell. 

 

3. Read the article Propaganda by Neil Postman and highlight significant excerpts.  It can 

be found here: https://neilpostman.org/articles/etc_36-2-postman.pdf  

 

4. Find a unique example of EACH of the following types of propaganda, and for each, 

explain in a paragraph what makes it effective:  

a. Wartime  

b. Political 

c. In advertising 

d. In education 

 

5.  Create an original piece of propaganda to further a cause or discourage a belief.  

This can be in the form of an advertisement, song, poster, video, etc.—whatever 

you’d like, as long as you’ve applied what you’ve learned about propaganda from 

the articles. 

 

6. Write an essay of no less than 1000 words describing the thought process that 

went into designing your piece of propaganda. 

https://neilpostman.org/articles/etc_36-2-postman.pdf


 

 

a. You must reference the Neil Postman article in your essay using MLA 

citation. 

b. You must also reference a work of propaganda that you’ve discovered in 

your research.  Use MLA citation. 

c. Your essay must have a works cited page that is correctly formatted. 

d. This is an essay.  That means it will include an introduction with a clear 

and specific thesis, supporting evidence, and a conclusion that both 

summarizes and answers the question, “So what?” 

 

AP Language and Composition 

AP Language and Composition will prepare you to understand, analyze, 

criticize, and utilize any argument.  In addition to the reading of non-fiction and 

fiction, you will examine past and current media from magazine, television, music, 

and the Internet. 

The development of writing skills is paramount to this course, as well as to 

your success in any college-level course.  You will therefore do more writing than 

you’ve even attempted in an English course, but expect to improve more in these 

areas more than ever before.   

Expect to think.  Expect to argue.  Expect to grow.  This course will prepare 

you for the AP Language and Composition test, but it will also prepare you to interact 

with arguments in college, graduate school, and your future career. 


